In 1989 the first meeting entitled 'The Future of Butterflies in Europe' was held at The Agricultural University in Wageningen, The Netherlands (Pavlicek-van Beek et al. 1992) . I was lucky enough to attend that splendid meeting and the Proceedings volume still has a pride-of-place on my bookshelf. The meeting has been reconvened over the years, but as far as I am aware no further volume of papers was ever produced. We have published the proceedings of Butterfly Conservation UKs Symposia in the Journal of Insect Conservation over the years, starting with the very first volume of the Journal back in 1997, and most recently in 2011 and 2015 (from the 2010 to 2014 meetings respectively) and we are now pleased to be able to present a selection of papers from the fourth 'Future of Butterflies in Europe' meeting at Wageningen. This meeting was held from 31st March to 2nd April 2016 and organised by Michiel WallisDeVries, Chris van Swaay and Irma Wynhoff.
Of the eight papers in this Special Issue, five are on various aspects of the Phengaris/Maculinea group of butterflies. Timus et al. (2017) explored source-sink dynamics for Phengaris nausithous and Phengaris teleius in central Transylvania, Romania. Wynhoff et al. (2017) , also working on P. teleius, explored the impact of fen meadow restoration via a LIFE+ project in the Netherlands using the interesting approach of using transplanted fen sods from mature meadows as a way of facilitating host ant colonisation. Vrabec et al. (2017) examined the potential impact of a waterway development on populations of P. teleius and
